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The appalling amount of shilly-shallying in the case of Clod Deg-
ler is enou%h to gag a magget., Are fans 80 weak-minded, 80 spineless,
8o completely lacking in intestinal fortitude that they cannot even ex-
pel an undesirable from their midet? I had hoped devoutly that it
would not be neceseary to waste further space on Degler, but the in-
furiating vacillations of cowardly pollyannas--both in the LASFS and
in FAPA--make it impezative for someone to speak plainly.

First let me recite the treatment of Degler in the LARKS, Many
weeke after he had outworn his welcome elsewhere in Shangri-La, he
could still number two staunch friends in Forrest J. Ackerman and Myr—
tle R. Douglas. Naturally, total fan Ackerman would love.snyone likse
Supe rfan Rogere--their ideas are far closer than most out-of-town fane
have suspected. And when the Ack cracks the whip, Morojo jumps. The
active LASFS membership otherwise was 100% anti-Degler--in fact, atter
Degler had left Los Angeles the club adopted an entfrely new constit-
ution and syetem of membership applicatlons designed wholly to prevent
the possibility of other crackpots coming in and disrupting the socl-
ety. Yet, for some mysterious reason, Degler still remained g memberT
of the olub. Every attempt to expel him, %o demand hie resignation,
or any other poeitive action was bucked violently by Merejo, up to her
old stunt of fighting Ackerman's battles for him., After weeke of
fruitlees haranguing, Morojo finally permitted the club to send a very
apologetic letter to Degler, informing him that he was dropped for
non-payment of dues. Ia other words, instead of the positive action
which any self-respecting individual or organization would have taken
a8 a matter of course, the LASFS tacitly encouraged this blot on fan-
dom. Small wonder that twelve active fana fled into the Knanves and
Outsiders, rather than to remain in such a debasing atmosphere of in-
deoigion and cowardice, where they were forced to asseociate with any
braying ass who chose to call himself a fan.

Now we see the same thing happening in FAPA, Not only 1s Degler
a complete disgrace to the organization, but here is an individual
who has never contributed anything to the mailings. (The single issue
of Cosmic Circle Commentator which Degler submitted was not a FAPA
magazine, but was identioal with the edition circulated outeide the
mailings; while the stuff in ths LASFS post-mailing envelope was sub-
nitted as supporting evidence for Fan-Dango 2-A,)} Yet how many Fapas
aotively oppose Degler's expulsion! The psrsons who wish to inorease
our over-all membership would do well to bear in mind that there 1is
_ much dead wood on our present roster.

It has been said by several that Degler has done nothing in vio-
lation of the FAPA constitution. This may very well be so, but 1 fail
to see what bearing this has on the Question, If FAPA 1s to be a gen-
eral fan organization (which Cthulhu forbid!), a group to which any
person may belong regardless of merit, perhaps thie view of the con-
atitutionaliste is valid. If, howsver, FAPA is to make any attempt
at being a worthwhile group, it peems to me that ite membership should
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bs limited to the elite of fandom, that a person should not only prove
himeelf worthy of admittance but should also continue to demeonstrate
this worthiness by his actions after he has become g member. If these
oriteria are to be applied in judging Clod Degler, there is no queetion
but that he should be expelled. Despite the contentions of the gob
sisters and pollyannas, all healthy organisms find 1t necessary to
defecate ocoasionally. I suggest we defecate Degler at once.
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My sub-title mentioned something about fan ethics. I went inte
the Degler question again solsely to furnish a hideoua example for us
to keep in mind as we discuss these ethioas. On a less epscific plane,
I should like to outline the ethics and behavior patterns which I per-
sonally believe should govern fans not only among themselves but in
their dealings with the outside world.

First, however, it is almost neceseary for us to arrive at a
working interpretation of fandom, for our outlook on fandom itself is
certain to reflect itself in our ethical approach. There are a nmumbser
of us, unfortunately, who lack completely anything even Zemotelyv apn-
roaching a senec of perspective. To these pilifully warped individaale
fandom is all things: hebby, life-work, sexual satisfaction ({hrougn
subl Lnation), religisn---it is their entire world, and any dealings
they may have to make with untainted humanity are performed grudgingly
and half-heartediy. To such an individual, any pexson calling himself
a fan 1s something sacred, sori&dhing apart from his fellows, and to
be protected from the buffets of an unkind world by the same asmnion
which surrounds the typical total fan. Obvicusly, such a fan will ob-
ject to any positive action which will cause the fainteet ripple in
aither his or any other fan's bath of amniotic fluid. If this is to
be the generally acoepted approach to fandom, there ies nothing in fan-
dom for me or for any other person who aitempts to lead a reasonably
well balanced life.

If we are to adopt a sane and sensible view of fandom, however,
a great deal of muddled thinking along ethical lines will be clearsd
up. We will no longer feel impelled to tolerate anyone simply beoause
he happens to read %or olaime to read) acientifiction, but insiead
will be enabled to judge him as a person. Fandom, in other words, =
nothing wore than a hobby--a singularly engrossing and pleasurable
hobby to be sure--but not a way of lLife or a pseudo-religion. Those
Who try to make fandom anything more than a hobby are demonstrating
an extremely stupid lack of perspsctive.

If we accept fandom as a hobby, we are ethleally free to make or
reject friends wholly without reference to stfandom, No golfer feels
impelled to be on an intimaie basis of brotherly love with all other
persons who happen to play golf; why should you and I feel any nece-
gaity of displaying fraternal affeotlon for each and every reader of
Le2? I personally am glad, even eager, to meet other fang, but I
certainly intend to retain the right to choose among then the ones
with whonn I wieh to be friendly. Whether or not a person reads atf
is the least of my considerations; I judge wmy aoduaintances on a basls
of all-round congeniality when I decide whether or not I wish %0 be
intimate with then.

This old custom of holding an open houee for any and all visit-
ing fane is in one sense a magnificent desplay of the loving of one’s
neighbor. On the other hand, why should you or I put ourseives out
for any stupid drip who wants t0 get some free board and room? I
fail to see why there should be any feeling of obligation in the mat-
ter. Yet, such is the spineless aura of insane and mawkieh sentiment
displayed by a few warped total fans, that other fans are gxpected to
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¥eloome other fan into their homes. Some misguided psreons even
have the brazen effrontery to disouss in print whether or not soms oth-
ér fan is within his rights when he refuses some fan admission to his
home, as in the recent Ashley disposal of Degler.

Alsp, it apperently ie impossible to expell any fan from member-
ship in any fan organization., Why should this be? Why ehould there bhe
this frantic pawing through constitutions, this desperate effort %o
avoid offending someone simply because he ig a fan? Should not fan
clubs--being no more than hobdy clubs--use the same realistic approach
to their membership problems as would any lodge or fraternal gociety?
Must we resign ourselves t¢ continued asscoiation with unworthy persgons,
simply because they are fans? The Querkians have a word for it: TYFE!

It may be argued by some that to set a prededent of arbitrary ex-
pulsion might conceivably lead to dictatorship, to ruthlese elimination
of disliked persons by those who happen to be in control at the moment.
Such a naive conocept would be laughable, were it not so unforgivably
8tupid. Fan clubs are merely hobby oclubs; the expulsion of any one mem-
ber or group of members should not prove completely fatal Yo either
party. As far as that goes, I fail to see why any fan or anyone else
would care to remain in an organization where he was unwanted. Dic-
tatorship? 8o what? After all, a rational view of the importance of
a hobby ¢lub should prevent any fatalities here aeither, If fandom ie
nothing more than a hobby to the powerz that be in FAPA, they are not
likely to attempt dictatorship; if they do, the discriminated-against
members can always resign and pursue their interests unmolested. Of
course, if fandom is life iteelf, eomething without which we cannot
exlst, I can asee some elight basis for the hot and bothered attituds.
But I hope a majority of the members of FAPA are not such moronic fools
as to take so intense a view of their hobby.

There is 1ittle point in my continuing to rave in this vein. My
views of fan ethics {or any other kind o¢f ethics for that mattery may
be summed up in & nice, selfish nutehell: look out for yoursslf, I'll
lock out for myself. If we find mutual pleasure in each other's com-
pany, let's be friends; if we cannot, let us not feel obliged to toler-
ate each other to such an extent that we lose all senss of moral right-
sousnesa, but at the same time, let us try not to be so small and petty
a8 to feud over it., Repay good with good, and evil with svil--both on
a rather grandicse acale. Rather simple, ien't it? In my own case,
this plan of life, aystem of ethica, or whatever else you may wish to
call it, worked without a hitch for over eight years. I'll admit it
didn't work s¢ well with certain Los Angelea total-fans, but then, such
& program is designed for dealing with normally balanced, intelligent,
hupan beings., Think it over,
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FANS ve. FEN. An about-face on Fan-Dango's Editorial Polioy,
-0Q0-

I quote T, Bruoce Yerke, writing in #3 Knanve:

"One particularly irksome habit of the nsw regime on Bixel Street
is the plural fer the word fan, i.e,, fen. We imagine this 1s taking
use of the germanic method of forming the plural of "man®, (Der Mann
...Die Minner) These clever word mongers have knooked off the 'mo
and subatituted an "fw,

"We imagine this basic change eliminates the word fman® from
their vocabulary. These fen arenit men at all; they are poor, help-
less, sexless thinge excommunicated from their race and oerigin. BSci-
éntifiotion fandom is their reality...they ain't gays at all; they're
fen, and fen doesn't mean men at all; it precludes membership in spe-
cies Homo Sapiens.

"So, fans (guys what like stf. some of the time), be careful
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when you use this absurd philological tool, because 1t originator has
done some tampering with the very roots of our language. The Bemantic
results may be moet interesting. Oh Mr. Ogden, Mr, Korzybeki, Mr. EHa-
yakawa, apme and take a iook at this strange corruption. Fan, the »iu-
ral of which ia "fen'."

When Norm Stanley first introduced this new word form a couple of
mailings ago, 1 fell in line with the bunch and started uging it myself.
Bruce, however, has spoiled the term for me; whenever I see the word
nfen®, I think of a hopelesaly misfitted and warped creaturs sitting
unhappily in the LASFS clubroom wishing that he had a few of the charo-
cteristics of MEN and a few lees of the characteristios of FEN. I'm
sorry, folks, but 1 can no 1onger stomach the word. In the future, 1
shall use fans aa the plursl of thia word.
-oo.ooocOoo.ooaoo-o.tot000'00t0#$##*t**tt#*#***#****#********#*t**t****
FREE LOVE IN FANDOM. Give oreditv ghere gredit ie due,

~oQ0~

In my last article on Slan Center, I mentioned a local fanette's
presumably tongue-in-chesk 8uU gestion of free love for such an estab-
1ishment, Apparently, Eeve vAPARG not only missed the tongue- in-
cheek part of thie euggestion, but went on to do a mtupendous amount
of bun puessing. Inasmuch ad geveral members of the falr Bex are or
have been oonnected with LA fmndom (Pogo, Loxa Crozetii, Virginia La-
ney, Ada Charles, Elinor O'Brisn..,t0 namé & few) 4t 1a only fair %o
thase ladies to state that Morojo made this suggeation. It ls also
only fair to Morojo to atate my personal opinion that the sntire con-
versation between her and myeslf wes & non-g&rious bit of_peraii}age.

At 1ésst, insofar &8 pressni-day otnditlons are cbroerned.
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PROFANITY IN FAPAZINES, Let's clegn up the mailings.
-0Q0~

The last Fan-Dango was, a8 you a1l no doubt notiosd, oharactor-
ized by a free use of four-lewter worda of & type not condoned in po-
1ite society. As many of you may not know, it very nearly Wes gxclud-
ed from the mailing on this account. 1 have no particular excusc To
offer for my transgression of good taste--the last isgue was written
at a time when I was being torn beilwesn geveral mutually frustrating
situations (the schiam developing in the LASFS, oy inabllitvy 10 £in
= decent place to live, péraonal family matisrs, among other things).
As a vesult, I was very bitter toward everything and evsIyone, and
mads no pertioulsr attempt to subdue mysslf. Thia is no exouas at
211, tut in the future I ahall refrain irom sending snything %0 ths
mailing uniess I sm in a aivilised snough mood 30 that it will be &
completely worthy addition to tha mailing in whioh it appeaxs.

This matter of emut in FAPA has, howevaer, reaghed alarming pro-
portions. I believe I am in no dmnger of being oalled s prude when I
atate my velief that emut and FAPA Should be divorcsd immediately. I
any of you have any doubt as to the propriety df this suggeation,
redommend that you look through the 1aat two or three malilings lock-
ing for this eort of thing. Taking the narrow view of enforcers of
poatal regulations, we muel discount the often genuine humor in guch
material, and oonaidsr only whether or not it is likely %o reault in
FAPA being denied mailing privileges. On this basia, many of the pub-
lications of Liebscher, Lansey, Croutch, Widner, the Futurians, and
others certainly have been playin with fixe. 1 have reformed, &8 of
this date--1 suggest the others o% you join ne.

But how about subversive natter? Are not many of our iconoclas-
+ic discussions subjecting us to this sane risk?
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RSPEAX SOFTLY, BUT CARRY A BIG STICK". by Theodor Rosébud, the Rough-
Mider......0R, The Filaniao mulls over the mailing.
-0Q0-

Several mdmbers have given suggeetlons on making my activity in-
dex more valilid, such as counting pages for instanoe, It may be thak I
shall do this at some future time, when I navs more leisure at my dis-
poeal, but for ths nonee, 1 shall have to vontinue in my OWn glespy
manner. This does give a partial picture, end the very faot that it
iz here, malling after mailing, may have & worthwhile poychologioal
cffect on certain of the less acitlve mambers. I hope 8o snyway. (For
the benefit of newcomers, I should mention that thepse figuree are ds-
rived by dividing the number of members into the number of items in
the mailing to present a percentage of aotivity which is then expressed
in decimal foruw.)

34th Mailing., 35 papers from 51 members. 690
g5th Mailing, 26 papers from €5 members. . 400
26th Meiling. 48 papers from 65 members. 37
a7th Mailing. *31 papers from 65 menbers. 477

(* Includes Celephais, post-uailed by Bill Zvans. )
tev...And now to the mailing.
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THE FANTASY AMATEUR. Ths provion of Ashbloy'e message dealing
with Degler has already been covered by me elsewhere in this and other
mzilings. Suffice it to say here that I shall never ghut up on the
matter until Degler has been toased out of FAPA on his ear....The mat-
ter of censorship of material to Dbe inoluded in the mailings is anoth~-
er matter, however, 1 am not 80 suIe that a censorship is what we
want. In the firet place, fevw FAPA mage are writien out in advance
soon enough to go in and Ds cansored, returned to the editor, mimso-
graphed and submitted in time to make the mailing. I have a feeling
that any such arrangement @would result in a diminiabing of activity,
simply bsoauae the members would not want to go to all thie trouble,

A far better solution, it seems to me, would e to leave the matier

to individusl members' disorations, with eome provies to act to ban
anything contrary to POSTAL EEGUIA TIONS. (I do not coneider the head-
ing of %this page to coume undsr that oategory simply bsgause the word
used is one known anly in fandom.) Any censorship would have to be
watched very strongly to prevent any tendency tc suppreas iconoclastic
material which might pereonally offend one of the censors, bub which
was still Quite mallable.

In connection with the l4~man welting 1ist and thé ever present
demand t0 incresee our overall membership, I looked gver our present
roster, and found 18 names which do not seem aotive enough to be oOn-
aidered worthahile FAPAna, If I have stupidly overlocked something,

I wish to apologise in advanoe., Here are the ones I feel are too in-
active: Buok, Carnell, Connor, CunniEham, Daugherty, Deutaoh, Edga,
Fortier, Hodgkins, Hurter, Jenkine, Ludowitz, Martin, Moffatt, Rogers,
Ryder, Unger, and Youd. If our activity reduirements are upped hard,
I think & couple or three mailinge would see muny of these namas off
the roster for good. I personally have neilther, tims, money, snergy,
ner inclination to run off a vast quantity of copies of Fan-D

aimply because FAPA is teo gutless to demand wortawhile contrivutions
from all ite members, Down with desdheads, says The FTLaniao !

Norm Stanley's linking of The Xnanves witi all of Degler'as Yor-
ganisations"® strikes me as being about the most offensive thing I yet
bave encountsred in FAPA. If this was intended as humor, it ocertain-
ly misfired; I suggest non-reésidents of Los Angeles either atay out
of our 1loczl feuds altogether, or elss inform themselves of the true
facts in the oase before going off half-cocked.
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THE PHANTAGRAPH. (Two issues)., The ®ssay on oil hit right into
something that hae been worrying me a great deal, too. Perhaps the
collapee of the machine age, which has s0 often been depicted in etf,
may actually be upon us, somebbing most of us actually will se¢e...HCK's
anti-hiss campalgn always has seemed somevhat futile to me in that it
was atbtacking one minute facet of the vast mass of poor writing in pulp
fiction. Whether or net the verb "to hiss® has perhaps taken on wider
connotations than it at one time had, I believe that Koenig's biting
wit might better be turmed to other objects.

. it -y -~ - wof0w .. ..

FLEETING MOMENTS, This is the type of thing which FAPA should en-
courage: serious attempts at artistic achievement, far more worthwhiie
than such ephemeral items as Fandango, or Suapro.

-00o-

MILTY'S MAG, The prayer wheel fuming should be directed at Mel
Brosm; I cut a atencil for him while he did the needful to Milty, How~
ever, one or another of the Outeiders will mimeograph anything Miltvy
carea to atencll for FAPA,

PHANNY. Generally speaking, I agree with the lead article, Fan-
dom as a Way of Life, from the opening remark that points out the nece-
eity of miggling with non-fan humanity to the punch line about the $S
per week. I think, however, that the reason most fans tend to look on
the dark eide of things is eimply that most of us are highly-strung, un-
stable, nervous, and extremely pensitive; couple this with our almost
pathological tendency toward intreospection, and it is obvious that the
end result will be pesesimism, introversion, and Ivory-Towerism. But of
course the idea of setting up Slan Center as an arsenal of progrees and
a time capsuls to preserve civilization is as laughable ae it is path-
etic. Poor little "slans®! ... Your mention of the Los Angeles bible
burners would be more complete if you pointed out that there ls only
one of us who indulges in such childishness. He alaso gete all the free
cigarettes he oan from the USO and such places and destroys them, so0 as
to diminish the amount of nicotine consumed in the world. His name is..
..well, he ia our most prominent local fan. Look on the Widner poll if
you can't guess. No wondexr the LASgS blew up in his faoe.

QO

A TALE OF THE EVANS, I dislike strongly to have to jump on a man
who is probably the moat sincere and solid of all the older fans, There
is no question that EEEvane is one of our moet worthwhile uiembera, and
that for a man of his age, h#s forbearance in dealing with and toler-
ating the frequently isritating group known as fandor deserves orch ide
rather than attack. But theére are twe attitudes (or rather two faoets
of the same attitude) shown in this current issue which I dislike 80
violently that I find it inpossible to hold my peace.

The remarks (pp.3-4) on alcohol and prohibition show a gouplete
failure to grasp the whole facts in the case. Evans talks aa though
people could be trained to avoid indulgence in asomething which parhaps
injures then in the long run; he secnus to fecl that prohibitory laws
are deairable. In the firat place, there never has been any accurate
and non-partisan scientific research conducted concerning the longtine
effect of a moderate use of alcochol over a period of several gensrations.
Distillers will tell ua it hurts us not at all; prohibitioniste will
tell ua that one glass of beer and we'rs on our way to the gutter. Nei-
ther, obvlously, know what they're talking about, and both have axes
to grind. Secondly, nost aloohol users take this drug to escape frouw
defeota in either their environments or their own faulty personalities;
without a few drinks, life is intolerable~-with ther, 1t may be borne
with some degree of fortitude, perhaps may even seem rosy for a tine.
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Evans, apparently, falle to consider this escapist angle, I will free-
1y grant that mankind would have no need for alcohel 1f all conditions
were made so tolerable tbat thers was nothing for him to6 escape from;
however, I do not wish to see our anesthetic taken away from us until
we arTe taken out of the torture chamber, I may perhapa be dolng no
more than to display my own lack of adjustment to life, but I pereon~
ally have no desire to live without alcbbol. I am a long way from be-
ing a dipscmaniac, but the fact remains that lilquor softens the lmpact
of life, and sases the teneiona built up by the mere misery of having
to 1ive in so hideous and hateful a world, Whenever I f£ind my own in-
ner tensions building up to such a point I'm ready to explode, I go

out on a good ftear, and wake up the next morning relaxad, goothed, end
ready to oarry on somewhat more light-heartedly, Wnile the 1liguor may
injure me physically, 1t heals me paychically; in the 1¢n§ fun, I feel
that I benefit from it, Another advantage of alcohol ia its beneficlal
affect in breaking down inhibitions, If Evane will rteconstruct society
in auch a way aa to remove mos? inhibitions from ue, I will be Qquite
happy to let him destroy the distilieries, and take my ckknceés on dod~
ging the other miseries by some other means.

The other paragraph I disliked wWas the one about paying the pi~
per. As long as "l and Ollie and Fwankla® (HOW, by the way, does one
pronounce nFwankie"?) were willing to pay thelr own plping bills, I
¥ail to see where anyone wlse had anything te complain about. OfF
course, if EEE had been stuch with perfoming theee indulgere duties
for them, he might have had something %o yell about.

The whole thing is juet %his; I feel EEE should be willing %0
let ua all go to hell our own Wway, without recriminations or preaching.
After all, EEE is not responaible for us, nor ghould he feel any ob-
ligation to help us climb but of agy holes we way fall in%o,

GUTETO. The Madman of Mars was bad enough %0 guffer with in
NEnglish'~-if we must now endure a tranalatidn into Esparanto....l sub-
mit that Morojo is cerfainly capabls of giving ues a fapazine of faz
more worthwhile content and general interest than GUTETOC, Should atwulf
such as this be given oredit as complying with mailing requirements?
And don't forget to get your greenoand brovm ribbons, kiddiea!

«000=-

SAPPHO, I am delighted to have this worthwhils magazine reaume,
and only heope that Bill will get 1t in every mailing, rather than on-
ly in two per year. I should mention that the item on page 1l, cred-
ited to RHBarlow and myaelf, Was actually written by H, P, Loveoraft.

I gave it %o Watson when I visited him iast fall, and told nim that
Bariow should be thanked in print for furnishing the typescript in
the firat place. My name has no bgsiness being on 1t at all.

=000~

BROWSING (8 iesues). Good for you, Mike, I like to 886 16ts of
this sort of thing. In connection with colleotion arranging, I should
perhaps sketoh my own method, In the first place, I gee no need of
hard-and-fast arrangement; with the exoception that I keep Iantastlc
and non-fantastlo material in separate oases, and in both cases make
a supreme attempt te keep everything by any one author not only to-
gether on the shelves but in as near chronologlcal order of wxriting as
posaible. Otherwise, I 1let the shape of my shelves determine what
goes where, and make no effort to alphabetize, segregate special edi-
tlona, or anythinﬁ 1ike that. I do not put very tall books next to
very short ones, howaver; if I have a wide range in size of booksa by
the same author I try to dispose the tall ones on a high shelf immed-
iately beneath the low ones on a lower shelf. 4And I find box tilles
entirely adequate and satisfactory for fanzines. All periodicals, Ppro
and fan, are kept in chronologiocal order,
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BEYOND, Norm Stanley's unselfish efforts in publishing these ve-
ry elaborate issues for Rosco certainly deserve a mention; there are
few fane indeed who are so generoua of their time and labor. Coward's
Flight is the best thing in the issue, to wmy notion at least. Thers is
something sbout the dialog that comea very olose %o catching the actual
epirit of a dream,...Your remarks on pp. 6 and 9 about fans losing in-
tereat I believe should be broadened to say something like thie: %Fans
do not o0 much lose interest in etf and fandom as they amplify their
interests. TWhen a fan first comee into the field, it usually is the
firat intellsctual hobby he has ridden, and naturally he goes all out
for it. Later, he finds other things to interest him, some of them
the natural sequel to fandom, and others suggested to him or brought
to his attention by other fans. Thus, he¢ gradually reduoes the time
epent on purely fan projecte--he may even say he's lost interest, but
6 c3hper examination of the caee will usually show the interest stdll
there but overshadowed by his natural growth., Evolution of interesie
is natural; the so-called "total fan®, who year in and year out llves
and thinke nothing but scientifiction fandom is a pitiable case of ar-

Tested developement, ™
===000D 0=~

LIGHT., Had my last Fan-Dango been banned from the malling, and
Light included, I would have been furious. 48 it 15, I enjoyed Las’
typioally bawdy wit to the full. Particularly delightful to me were
the orudely drawn ocarteone on pp. 2 and 6; though a lon%oway.from be~
ing art, they fitted beautifully into the local feud. od old Les;
in some ways he acts like a Knanve !....I personally think your dis-
cussion on the CC was sbout threé menths out of date. And toward the
top of page 4, you're $alking like Degler when you speak 80 glibly of
"millions of oxtra fana®, Come, ocome,...Your remarke on the relative
merit of ASF and AS---well.. You might be interested to know that,
though I etill draw the line at 2iff-Davis, I quit buying ASF twc 1s-
sues ago. I purchase only FF¥, WT, Startling, and Blanet now...Your
remarka on Mise Gargantua of Bhangri-lLa are more or less right inso~
far as commoneense is oconcerned; however, there ig a certain ratter of
postal laws. I wae in the clubroom when Agkernan 8o lovingly pasted
that pieoe of paper ofer the part of the pioture he'd spent 8¢ many
hours admiring, and know that the reason for this was not 80 muoh co=~
wardice a5 his deaire to conform with that section of the postal law
which prohibite pubic hair. And on this matter of laws, I suggest
that you clean up Light a bit, Les. There are so many legal wWays of
saying the mame sort of thing!
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AGENBITE OF INWIT, In responee to the "Note Toc Mr. Laney", I
should like to mention that, while the admittedly inept reconcilement
8¢ the location of Kadath was my own 1ldea, I disoussed this matter in
a letter to Derleth at the time, and he was in aocord with ny uaing
this attempted olarification. It is obvious that dreans distort real-
ity, and thet The Dreau-Quest of Unknown Kadath was nothing noye nor
less than an attenpt to deplct a long drean realistically; on the oth-
er hand, many of the oreatione of the Lovecsraft Mythos made their orie
ginal appearence, cohronoligically speaking, in this story, and for
this reason, I thought it beat to nake some attempt to sduare any in-
consigtencigs., Aa far ae believinE that there is an aotual connecticn
between the "horrifying truthe in ovecraft's serious revelations, and
the amueingly distorted weavings of Dream-Quest..”; there can be litile
doubt that there is such a connection. 1In one group of stories, HPL
was showing ae drean revelations the same horrors that he showed else-
where withfcold, unromantioc reality.....A point on whioch I will agres
with you however is the last sentence on page 6. It le worth repeat-~
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ing: ", .the day is ooming when this naticn will have to choose between
its economic eyetem (as is) and the welfare of the great majority of
the people who inhabit it." Truer words could not be spcken .~.Getting
1ost in the microcosm of fandom? I can name at least one indiwvidual

who certainly hae managed to do this & ...And I like Michel s Zeflections
very much,
ww=00000-~-

EN GARDE. My lead article discusses your "Matters of Ethice"... X
thought you wanted to clean up FAPA, Al, and here you ocall the ades in
Fanfare “"simply exoruoiating", They were, to be sure, but Is thls not
somewhat inconsistent of you?

-w=00000—-~

FAN-TODS. The age of wonders svidsnily is not over, when a man
of Stanley's poiition regorts to statistical tablee to make the lowly
FTLaniac out & Tiar! Wheee! [ feel no end flattered. Seripusly, I
admit I was indulging in the highly unecientific stunt of generalizing
without working out the data completely; my point was and is, however,
that a basic attitude of mistrust and disbelief is a handy thing %o
have in one's makeup. Obviously, I use somc discrimination in what 1
accept or reject. If the statement comes from someone who shéuld know,
and who has no particular reason to falsify, I'm quite willing to take
his word for it. On the other hand, if the statement ocomes from any-
one who has a financial, political, moral, or cother axe to grind, I
tend to make a loud and disrespectful sound with the tongue and lips.
Coming to cases, I will accspt material coming from a non-commercial
scientific laboratory; but will reject advertising, pdlitical state-
ments, religlous dissertations, and similar verbiage. I suppose that
I err on the side of extreme incredulity, yet it is obviously imposs-
ible to guess right intuitively all the time, and I perscnally would
prefer to reject a truth patHer than to accept a falsehood. Just my
Miesourian ancestry, I guess.....And whaddya nean, calling me "a real
old timer"? This, sir, is the fifth wmailing in which I've partici-
pated, whioh should adarcely unake ue a vetéran. But then, I like to
be fiattered....Incidentally, lest there be any doubt on the maitsr,
nuy crack at you under ny discussion of ¥A a few pages back is striotly
inpersonal....Also strictly impersonal ia the following: On page 17 of
FT, you say "CAPA MAILING: I hafta give Donnie an activity ¢redential
for this, you know.® May I ask WHY? Though we muffed it ourselives
by not saying so in the Lean-3 or whatever we called it%, the underly-
ing idea of subnitting this Junk was to serve as supporting evidence
for Fan-Dango No. 3-A (the single-sheeter which demanded the expulsion
of Degler). At.one time, in fact, we intended to etaple these sheets
together, with Fan-Dango on the front as a cover. It sewns to me ob-
vioua that Degler should have no activity credit for this gtuff which
we pubmitted to use against hin, and I will state further that had I
happened to hold your august office at the time this happened, I would
have given credit for this pile of atuff to Laney, as pari of Eggrgﬁg-

0. You must remember that this is stuff whioh Degler left behind in
hid hasty evacuation of Shangri-lLa, and we salvaged it frou Kepner's
closet. Many of these items had never been circulated at all outside
of Los Angelea, and would not have been, had we not decided to let
Degler's own rémarks daun hin, Let's not let a 1little matter of stu-
pid ethies stand in our way of squaahing this oreaturxe.
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SARDONYX. I wish to state publioly that Chauvenet is wonderful.
Chauvenet 18 rarveloua., Chauvenet ia god. What a man! Fapafile is,
of course, résponsaible for ny delight--of the fana 1 know, Russell
missed fire on only one, which is pretty doggone good {6 a chap who
has met so few of these people personally. On Bronecn, I feel you are
nistaken. I have gotten to know Phil quite well, and certainly can
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89e no justification for calling him "an onlocker and dallying amateur
eniy". While it is quite tru¢ that Phil's firet flash of youthful fer-
vor has worn off, and that muoh of the energy that he once spent on be-
ing a superfan is now spent in other interesta, this is a poor thing
to damn him on, for a similar statement could be truthfully made ahout
wost of the older FAPA membera--inolhiding you'n'me ! Since the first

of the year, Phil has single-handed brought out one issue of The Fanta-
gite, and co-edited three issues of The Knanve (the third of which will
be out long before this stencil sees print)., I'm typing this on April
14; thus Bronson hes published four fanzines in four months--Tather a
respectable batting average, don't you think? In addition, he has ta-
ken a very active part in local fan affalrs during this time--has not
vot missed a meeting of The Outaideras (which means an average of three
evenings a week at olub and/or publishing sessians), and reoently stag-
ed the Second Banta Moniocon at which a baker's dozen of lecal fans ga-
thered in honor of Slan Shack's Dal Coger and Chicago's Fwankie Wobin-
500, ... "FEN WHO LIVE FOR FANDOM ALONE & NQTHING ELSE ARE PATHOLOGICAL
CASES & NOT REPRESENTATIVE AT ALL," eays Chauvenet on page 7. Pin this
up on the LASFS olubroom wall, somebody l....And further to bring me
gleo, Chauvenet bate down Speer's ears on the negro question! LRC must
be a Knanve at heart !
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MOPSY, SUSPRO, and the S-F DEMOCRAT, I wish to s tate my emphat-
ic approval of WNEf No, 85 Timés No". I believe that it is the feel-
ing of most of the older fans that the law of diminishing returns steps
in the moment one has to make a large cdition of any fanzine, that the
labor of orank-turning and assembling takes all the fun out of amateur
publishing unless edifions are held to a minimum. I already have to
make B0 copies of Fan-Dangp, since several of my non-FAPA assoclates
ssem to insist on copies; if I had to inorease this run to 100 or 130,
it would probsbly mean that Fan-Dango would appear about half as often
a8 it does now. Or would this be advantageous?

Your rather nsesty comments on my jumping all over Wasaington do
not quite seem justified. It is true, of coursse, that Athe best way
to aseure someone's adherence to a cause® etc. is to tear into him as
I did; however, anyone who is such a atupid fool as to support Degler
a6 long as Washington has can scarcely be worth keeplng on our roster;
it is doubtful if he has the intelligence to comprehend most of the
material in the mailinga.

Beyond Which Limits is one of the most valuable items in the nail-
ing, and should be circulated rather widely outeide of FAPA as well.,
Associating with Yerke has made me very libel-consclous, as he can 8ée
1ibel in nearly every controversial statement the way I word it ori-
ginally.

Your attitude on the race problem betrays so hideously appalling
a lack of tolerance, suoh a reacticnary and anti-American outlock,
that it is diffioult for me to refrain from nasty personalities in co-
mmenting on it. If I should aocidentally tranagress the bounde of im-
personal debate, I assure you 1% is not deliberate; but that my natu-
ral emotiona at such a narrow and destrudtive view got the better of
me. “But what kind of reasoning is this, " you eay, "Since African
rhythms have entered into popular music, therefors, the negre's here-
dity is £it to mix with ours?® I violently resent persons who are un-
able to argue without putting worde in their opponents' mouths. i
have just reread my comments on Nucleus (Fandango I-3), and fail to
see where I gave you thie impression. My filrst paragraph discussed
racial interbreeding; my second dimcussed a facet of what Trudy called
"the rich oultural benefite the Negro race has to offer®. If you are
capable of reading anything openmindedly, I euggest you reread this.
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_ In the diecussion of radial interbreeding, you are missing the
entire point. As a matter of fact, we do not know how this would work;

50 far as I know there have been no studies_ of Thi roblem mads
basis of cold, scientific, controlled experimentatgog. In orger %2 %e

able to state dogmatically that interbreeding ia or is not a good thing
we should have to baock us up the results of a long and intenaive serics
of experiments extending over several generations. Basically speaking,
nowever, the only possible objections to racial interbreeding of any
xind would be the inferiority of the mongrel product, in case the said
product actually was biologically inferior. TFor example, if hereditary
aize of foetus failed to gibe with the hereditary elze and flexibility
of the vagina (ag is the case, I belidve, in certaln Euraaian halflinge]
obviocusly such interbrseding would be wrong. Scores of other inherited
factors——resistence to certain diseases, longevity, Quantity and quali-
ty of synapses, muscular tone, %0 name a few--~-would have to be coneid-
ered before we were able to state with assurance that interbreeding in
a given case was or was not right.

However, matters such as these are not to be judged on an emotion-
al basis of prejudice having ite roots in the conditioned fears of a
former slave-owning caste, Though you have repeatedly shown your abl-
1ity to reason and svaluate intelligently, on this one problem at least
you react without the faintest sign of mentality. Certainly you ars
not %o be blamed personally for the conditioned reflexss whioh were in-
stilled in you as a child; on the other hand, your utterances on such
tdpica purely should be taken for whatb they are, and furthermors, you,
ag an intelligent person, should make every effort te keep unreasoning
emotions out of what is merely an intelleatual and scientific problen.
In other worda, Speer, your peychology is muddied on this one point;
you should seek to recognise thia faet, and attempt to rectify 1i%.

But I veer, In considering this problem of racial interhreeding,
we will have to go beyond the soientifio and biological concept, and
consider the social conditions which the children of such unions would
confront. As long as we persist in treating the negro as an inferiox,
we must expect to have strong interracial feeling on both gidea. As
long as we insist on a person's having certain skin pigmentation in
order to enjoy fully the rights which are the rightful expectation of
all of us, we really have no right to demand that this gituation be
faced by innocent individuals who had nothing to do with their heredity.
This argument, if carried to its logical extreme, would of course call
for a complete cessation of bresding in such a minority group. Raclal
inetinote concerning such basic necessities as the survival of a spe-
cies will of course militate against this, and rightly eo. Just who
aze;aﬁx of us to say which speciss should be and which specles should
not

The greatest fallacy of Speer’'s arguments lies in the fact that
he leaps to the conclusion that EQUAL RIGHTS for negroes implies INTER-
BREEDING a8 a matter of course, Speer, in common with many thousands
of othera, seema to find the thought of interocurse with a chocolate
cutie so irresistable that he must be kept frow his desiree by a sye=-
tom of repressive lawe and tabus. The asistera of such people are 80
overwhelmed by the thought of a black lover that they too must have a
ourb put on them by socisty. If thess restriotions were to be liffed,
we would be treated to the spectacle of all marriageable whitem Tush-
ing frantically after all marriageable negroes, with 86% of the whites
being crowded out due to their much larger nuubers. One can even lua-
gine talented and beautifud white girle committing suicide, because
there were not enough negroes to go around. That gounds eilly, deesen't
it? Yet, is this not the logical end of this terror of interbreeding?

In aotual fact, if all interracial ourbs and discriminations were
somehow lifted this moment, the next ten years would show swrprisingly



1ittle increase in interbreeding. At firet, due to the novelty as much

as anything else, there would be a marked upsurge, which would gracdyal-

ly level off and finally decline to a point about where It le tudey, .

You must remember that the better clase of negroes are as prau’ oF thelr

race as you are of yours, th@t there is a large amsunt oI negre puhi’c

%ginion juet as strongly against interbreeding as anythirg viu ¢an ima-
ne,

Your "Recession" has little bearing on %hs sase. Ycu witlllaw cer-
tain of your remarke on interbreeding, not because you have decided 30
look at thess matters scientifically, but simply because vou have wound
out that the miscegenation which worries you 8o is not as 1ixely tu
take place as you had feared.

The most obvious difference between negroes and whi%es lies in a
matter of inherited pigmentation. The most obvipus difference belwren
rod-headed whites and brunette and blond whites is als. a matver of Iin-
herited pigmentation. Would you care to join my new campalign Tt segre-
gate all red-heads into ghettose of their own, &0 that they will not
contaminate our sacred seives with their leathsome presence? Oh, I
forgot. What oolor is your hair, chum?
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WALT'S WRAMBLINGS. Alter-hobbies? I am a hobbyist from way back.
In 1933 I commenced collecting postage stamps, and rode this hobhy full
blast until 1936, when I sold my collection--which by then had reached
gigantic proportions. I still collect revenue and telegraph staups,
and find much pleasure in so-called poster stamps (reklamemarken}, At

the eame Time I.collecied coins. paper mond and sundry other corrup-
tion. At the age of 13 or 11, 1 gogmenoed g’mueeum, wh{ch continuugP

until I was 14 or 15; it ran strongest to mineralogical exhibits (my
Dad wae a geologlst) and indian relios. From 1936 until about 1930 1
Tode entomology duite hard. I've been reading and collecting bookse
since I was 9 or 10 years old; though of course I've made and disposed
of many collections as my tastes changed. I was late in getting in-
terested in women; did not start chasing around much until I was 20-~
but the past decade has seen my album of memor ieg orammed with many
lovely pressed rosebuds, 1935 paw me start colleoting phonograph re-
cords; at first I colliected everything and anything, but I now limit
myself to hot jazs plus a limited amount of swing. Avout 500 records
at the moment, I suppose. Another of my big hobbies is woodworking,
garpentry, eto. I alasoc like to prowl in second hand stores and junk
ghops, whether actively oollectingoor nost.
e OOP OO
HORIZONS. Your page 3 remarks on Degler are a bit wishy-washy,
aren't they?....I'm glad %o find someons 9lse who is unawed by Camp-
bell. 4s far as I1'm concerned, ASF is gone. It ie Just as sterso-
typed, juet as pulpukey, as Amazing; though of course in a different
way. Street and Smith needs a newoeditor badly.
~=00000===
CELEPHAIS, It is regrettable that the geniua who conceived the
air-tight packing for this magazine did not have the foresight to
send along instructions for opening it. The Clark Ashion Smith re-
print is marvellous, though, and well worth the half-hour fight it
took to get the mag torn apart., (By the way, how many FAPAns have un-
torn copies of Celephals®? One of the best in the mailing.
m————0 000 0= ==
BLITHERINGS. I originally intended to tear this apart in my well-
known nasty manner, and then ask Chan if he felt at home! However,
I shall content myself with a raised eyebrow at The Next Step (good
stuff, but practically unfeasible from a reallstic point o view), a
burst of appleuse for the pro-labor attituds, and a disgusted grimace
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at t¥m speicgin TAT g+rset and Smitn, Ta connectien with this las?t,

L Gas 't wesiat hakiaz a goke U TR BANaet, VIRYLOG D renve 't 2 nos-
Tanf, Woy meslda oe wish o WS Wrpll 3 Sning, suywagyt 13 A% LT S
Blonary closely allied to the reformer? Live and lat live, say 1, and
to the davil with trying to drag everyons into fandem. If I were go-
ing to dp eome recruifing, i'd go at it from the amateur journalism,
fanzine, FAPA angle; and use books as the ammunition for the fanvasy
aspect. Perhaps some O the 1939-40 ASF would be all xight fox the
purpose, but the present pranc. of junk is not woxthy of coneidaraticn.
You mention the Gompbetl. s2gime articles. I wers not awsze that intel-
1igent peLplo legrred fhals a0 lenge fyom popularized features in ohesap
magazinss. BUT hea 8lWaye belioved they vead books for suoh knowiedge
You dfsilivsion ms, o,

Your gimpiified ppes.ling is far worse than Ackerman's, beyond
whioh I aan thiak 3f wmoshiag nawvier td bay. Why not learn to express
yourself in literate Englieh ilike a human being, instead of daecanding
to auch oheaply ilmmatule exhibitionism? You state that the purposs 0%
doing this as you do 1is ¢o moke the raadey read alowly; in 1y case, it
kept me from xeadlng much of vhe mag. ©The portions I did read were
read only through a etrong sena® of duty. Ok, well, pui B in every
mailing, and don't let a few nastyocracka scare you off.
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A STATEMENT FROM THE FUTURIANS. Give Degler His Duen?t How

about a good swift kick? He has i% coming !
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FANTASTICONGLOMERATION. I hope +hat everyone understand tha® my
dige at this magaszine haye no sonnoction with thne looal feud, But I
fuel that this publioation, whish undewbredly cost the most of any i~
sam in the pailing, hss lesa of lasting perit to recommend it than
90% of the other zines in the mailing. The covex is intersting, even
amusing, but I fail to see thet this Was worth lithographing. Pong
ta poresninzly funny, Visdon Into the Boundlese moderately Interest-

. the reat of the magt WellT A pesbon With Aokermsn's ovowed 10vs
for the gield and his emenpely long gonneotion with 19, should bu
oapapis of sonething of soiid, lasting merit; rather than the typioad
inane displsy of intellsctunl sterility which hae characterized a0
nany Los Angelss publicatlons.
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FAN-MAP plus THE END OF THE WORLD., Interesting.
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YHOS. WHERE do you get the idsa that I was raleed a catholic?I?
As a nmatter of fact, ny religious education was characterized by its
complete absense; l1've never attendsd a sunday school, nor have I been
to ohuroh more than eight or ten times in my life,

~~=00000~—-

NUCLEUS, Trudy, you talk a good deal aboutb girl-fans, how they
slould Te trented, snd o on. I believe you should have amplified
your ptatemente by pointing out the faob (evident looslly at least)
that the everage male-fan ia very badly adjusted to women, and thstb
the presence of & girl in & fan olub ie onougn to twrm 80% of the mem-
nerd inside sut emotlonally. With this regratiable atate of afimirs
pbtainixg, you oan aoaroely sxpect thead people to behave toward ypu
as a fan: to them you are that rara avis in vheliz cramped lives, o
womai, But shnt osn you d¢ adout izd Tha mers attempt to make the
LASTS more aociat and huwan Dlsw the olub apart...My definition of
fan did nou iuply that & peroon Hind to be a total-fan; merely thal
thans orineris should spply to his or hsr notivity, wﬁut there was of
3%, On #ereading, I see i did not express myeelt aocurately.
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